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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Applicant's amendment filed November 8, 2006, and the arguments presented therewith 
have been fully considered and they are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been 
withdrawn. However, the arguments are moot in view of a new ground(s) of rejection. 
Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Applicant's election without traverse of claims 1-9,11, and 12, in the reply filed on March 
9, 2006, is acknowledged. Note that applicant canceled claims 10,16, and 18, and added new 
claims 19-23 in the provided amendment. 

3. Claims 13-15 and 17 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected species, there being no allowable generic or linking 
claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on March 9, 2006. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1-9,11,12, and 19-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as. 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites the phrase "said sliding members of said plurality of sliding members" in 
lines 5-6 and the recitation is vague and indefinite. It is not clearly understood as to how 
"said sliding members of said plurality of sliding members" are being spaced from each 
other to form a grid of sliding members. Note that claim 2 recites a first set of sliding 
member and a second sliding members and it is unclear as to whether "the plurality of 
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sliding members" refer to "a set of sliding members" or refer to both of "a first set of 
sliding members and a second sliding members". Moreover, claims 21,22, and 23 
positively recite that "each of the sliding members has a perimeter formed approximately 
four segments and each member has four corner junctures". However, figure 1 and 3 
clearly show that not all of the sliding members have "a perimeter formed four arcuate 
segments" and "each member has four corner junctures". Exhibit A shows two sliding 
members (with yellow highlight) which do not have "a perimeter formed four arcuate 
segments" and "each member has four corner junctures", which is contrary to the 
recitation. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1-3 and 19-22, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Rickenbacher (4,170,367). 

Rickenbacher (4,170,367) disloses a sliding device comprising: 
a sheet of material, made from a plastic material (col. 2, lines 44-48) having a lower 
face; a plurality of sliding members (14,14) (Figs. 1 and 2) coupled to and protruding 
from (see Fig. 2) the lower face of the sheet of material being spaced each other to form 
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a grid of sliding members and each of the sliding member (14,14) has a substantially 
convex outer surface (see Fig. 2) for facilitating sliding on the support surface. 
Re claims 2,3, and 20, Rickenbacher (4,170,367) (see Exhibit B) shows a first set of 
sliding member (14) and a second set of sliding member positioned between the front 
edge, a rear edge, and side ends wherein the first set is substantially larger (in length) 
than the second set of sliding members. 

Exhibit B 




second set of sliding 


members 


first set of sliding 
members 


first set of sliding 
members 
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Re claim 19, the sheet of material (1) of Rickenbacher (4,170,367) is being made from a 
plastic material (Col. 2, lines 44-48) which would be substantially bendable. Also note 
that figures 1 and 3 clearly show that the sheet is bendable at fold lines 8 and 9. 
Re claims 21 and 22, Exhibit B (in figure 1), as best understood, shows that each sliding 
member has a perimeter having four arcuate segments and four junctures. 

8. Claims 1-4 and 20-22, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 

being anticipated by Eckert (D475,947). 

Eckert (D475.947) shows a sliding device comprising a sheet of material, having a lower 
face; a plurality of sliding members (see Fig. 3, bottom view ) coupled to and protruding 
from (see Figs. 4 and 5) the lower face of the sheet of material being spaced each other 
to form a grid of sliding members and each of the sliding member has a substantially 
convex outer surface (see Figs. 4 and 5) for facilitating sliding on the support surface. 
Re claims 2,3, and 20, Rickenbacher (4,170,367) (see Exhibit C1 and C2, attached) 
shows a first set of sliding member (highlighted with orange color) and a second set of 
sliding member positioned (highlighted with yellow color) between the front edge, a rear 
edge, and side ends wherein the first set is substantially larger than the second set of 
sliding members. 

Re claim 4, Exhibit C1 shows that the second set of sliding members surround the first 
set of sliding members. 

Re claims 21 and 22, Exhibit C1 and C2, as best understood, show that each sliding 
member has a perimeter having four arcuate segments and four junctures. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claim 4, as best understood, is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Rickenbacher (4,170,367) in view of Eckert (D475.947). 

Rickenbacher (4,170,367), as presented in section 7 above, shows a first set of sliding 
member located in the center of the sheet and the second set of sliding members 
located at the rear perimeter of the sheet. Rickenbacher (4,170,367) does not show 
another second set of sliding members on the sides of the first set of sliding member. 
However, Eckert (D475,947), as present in section 8 above, teaches a plurality of 
protruding sliding members located around the perimeter as shown in figure 3. 
Accordingly, It would have been an obvious to those skilled in the art to provide 
protruding sliding members to on the perimeter (side and front) of the first set of sliding 
members (14) of Rickenbacher (4,170,367) as taught by Eckert (D475,947) to provide 
more sliding surface area. 

1 1 . Claims 5 and 6, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rickenbacher (4,170,367) in view of Alley et al. (4,335,891) (see PTO-892). 

Rickenbacher (4,170,367), as presented in section 7 above, does not show a plurality of 
straps coupled to a perimeter of the sheet. However, Alley et al. (4,335,891) teaches a 
plurality of straps (14,14) coupled to a perimeter of the sheet. Accordingly, It would have 
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been an obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to provide a plurality of straps on the perimeter of the sheet (1) of Rickenbacher 
(4,170,367) as taught by Alley et aL (4,335,891) to provide as a handle for a user and 
also to provide as a means to wrap around a carried items or objects. 

12. Claims 7-9, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rickenbacher (4,170,367) in view of Ziff (Des. 216,530). 

Rickenbacher (4,170,367), as presented in section 7 above, shows a cutout portion 
provided as a handle (10), but does not show a plurality of cutout handles positioned 
around a perimeter of the sheet. However, Ziff (Des. 216,530) shows a plurality of 
cutout handles positioned on a perimeter of the sheet. Accordingly, It would have been 
an obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
provide a plurality of cutout handles on the perimeter of the sheet (1) of Rickenbacher 
(4,170,367) as taught by Ziff (Des. 216,530) to provide a firm grip to the hands of a user. 

13. Claims 1 1 and 12, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rickenbacher (4,170,367) in view of Field (3,734,523) (see PTO-892). 

Rickenbacher (4,170,367), as presented in section 7 above, does not show a teflon 
coating being applied on the sliding member (14) for reducing friction between the sliding 
members and the support member. However, Field (3,734,523) teaches a Teflon 
coating being applied on the sliding member (44,63) for reducing friction between the 
sliding members and the support member (Col 4, lines 47-52). Accordingly, It would 
have been an obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to provide a Teflon coating on the sliding members (14,14) of Rickenbacher 
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(4,170,367) as taught by Field (3,734,523) in order to reduce friction between the 
contacted surfaces of the sliding members and the support member. 

14. Claim 23, as best understood, is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Rickenbacher (4,170,367) in view of Eckert (D475,947), and further in view of Alley et al. 

(4,335,891) (see PTO-892), and further in view of Ziff (Des. 216,530), and further in view of 

Field (3,734,523) (see PTO-892). 

Rickenbacher (4,170,367), as presented in section 7 above, shows a first set of sliding 
member located in the center of the sheet and the second set of sliding members 
located at the rear perimeter of the sheet. Rickenbacher (4,170,367) does not show 
another second set of sliding members on the sides of the first set of sliding member. 
However, Eckert (D475,947), as present in sections 8 and 10 above, teaches a plurality 
of protruding sliding members located around the perimeter as shown in figure 3. 
Accordingly, It would have been an obvious to those skilled in the art to provide 
protruding sliding members to on the perimeter (side and front) of the first set of sliding 
members (14) of Rickenbacher (4,170,367) as taught by Eckert (D475,947) to provide 
more sliding surface area. 

The modified Rickenbacher (4,170,367), as presented above, also does not show a 
plurality of straps coupled to a perimeter of the sheet. However, Alley et al. (4,335,891), 
as presented in section 11 above, teaches a plurality of straps (14,14) coupled to a 
perimeter of the sheet. Accordingly, It would have been an obvious to one of the 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide a plurality of straps 
on the perimeter of the sheet (1) of Rickenbacher (4,170,367) as taught by Alley et al. 
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(4,335,891) to provide as a handle for a user and also to provide as a means to wrap 
around a carried items or objects. 

The modified Rickenbacher (4,170,367), as presented above, still does not show a 
plurality of cutout handles positioned around a perimeter of the sheet. However, Ziff 
(Des. 216,530), as presented in section 12 above, shows a plurality of cutout handles 
positioned on a perimeter of the sheet. Accordingly, It would have been an obvious to 
one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide a 
plurality of cutout handles on the perimeter of the sheet (1) of Rickenbacher (4,170,367) 
as taught by Ziff (Des. 216,530) to provide a firm grip to the hands of a user. 
The modified Rickenbacher (4,170,367), as presented above, does not show a teflon 
coating being applied on the sliding member (14) for reducing friction between the sliding 
members and the support member. However, Field (3,734,523) teaches a Teflon 
coating being applied on the sliding member (44,63) for reducing friction between the 
sliding members and the support member (Col 4, lines 47-52). Accordingly, It would 
have been an obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to provide a Teflon coating on the sliding members (14,14) of Rickenbacher 
(4,170,367) as taught by Field (3,734,523) in order to reduce friction between the 
contacted surfaces of the sliding members and the support member. 

15. Claims 5 and 6, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Eckert (D475,947) in view of Alley et al. (4,335,891) (see PTO-892). 

Eckert (D475.947), as presented in section 8 above, does not show a plurality of straps 
coupled to a perimeter of the sheet. However, Alley et al. (4,335,891) teaches a plurality 
of straps (14,14) coupled to a perimeter of the sheet. Accordingly, It would have been 
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an obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
provide a plurality of straps on the perimeter of the sheet of Eckert (D475.947) as taught 
by Alley et al. (4,335,891) to provide as a handle for a user and also to provide as a 
means to wrap around a carried items or objects. 

16. Claims 7-9, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Eckert (D475.947) in view of Ziff (Des. 216,530). 

Eckert (D475,947), as presented in section 8 above, does not clearly show a plurality of 
cutout handles positioned around a perimeter of the sheet. However, Ziff (Des. 216,530) 
shows a plurality of cutout handles positioned on a perimeter of the sheet. Accordingly, 
It would have been an obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide a plurality of cutout handles on the perimeter of the sheet 
of Eckert (D475.947) as taught by Ziff (Des. 216,530) to provide a firm grip to the hands 
of a user. 

17. Claims 11 and 12, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Eckert (D475,947) in view of Field (3,734,523) (see PTO-892). 

Eckert (D475,947), as presented in section 8 above, does not show a teflon coating 
being applied on the sliding member (14) for reducing friction between the sliding 
members and the support member. However, Field (3,734,523) teaches a Teflon 
coating being applied on the sliding member (44,63) for reducing friction between the 
sliding members and the support member (Col 4, lines 47-52). Accordingly, It would 
have been an obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to provide a Teflon coating on the sliding members of Eckert (D475.947) as taught 
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by Field (3,734,523) in order to reduce friction between the contacted surfaces of the 
sliding members and the support member. 

18. Claim 23, as best understood, is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Eckert (D475.947) in view of Alley et al. (4,335,891) (see PTO-892), and further in view of 
Ziff (Des. 216,530), and further in view of Field (3,734,523) (see PTO-892). 

Eckert (D475.947), as presented in section 8 above, does not show a plurality of straps 
coupled to a perimeter of the sheet. However, Alley et al. (4,335,891), presented in 
section 14 above, teaches a plurality of straps (14,14) coupled to a perimeter of the 
sheet. Accordingly, It would have been an obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to provide a plurality of straps on the perimeter of the 
sheet of Eckert (D475,947) as taught by Alley et al. (4,335,891) to provide as a handle 
for a user and also to provide as a means to wrap around a carried items or objects. 
The modified Eckert (D475,947), as presented above, also does not clearly show a 
plurality of cutout handles positioned around a perimeter of the sheet. However, Ziff 
(Des. 216,530) shows a plurality of cutout handles positioned on a perimeter of the 
sheet. Accordingly, It would have been an obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to provide a plurality of cutout handles on the 
perimeter of the sheet of Eckert (D475.947) as taught by Ziff (Des. 216,530) to provide a 
firm grip to the hands of a user. 

The modified Eckert (D475.947), as presented above, still does not show a teflon 
coating being applied on the sliding member (14) for reducing friction between the sliding 
members and the support member. However, Field (3,734,523) teaches a Teflon 
coating being applied on the sliding member (44,63) for reducing friction between the 
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sliding members and the support member (Col 4, lines 47-52). Accordingly, It would 
have been an obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to provide a Teflon coating on the sliding members of Eckert (D475,947) as taught 
by Field (3,734,523) in order to reduce friction between the contacted surfaces of the 
sliding members and the support member. 

Response to Arguments 

19. Applicant's amendment filed November 8, 2006, and the arguments presented therewith 
have been fully considered and they are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been 
withdrawn. However, the arguments are moot in view of a new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

20. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

21. Applicant's amendment (the addition of new structural limitations in claim 1 in 
combination with other structural limitations and new claims 19-23) necessitated the new 
ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE 
FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire. on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to PAUL T. CHIN whose telephone number is (571) 272-6922. The 
examiner can normally be reached on MON-THURS (7:30 -6:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Mackey can be reached on (571) 272-6916. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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